[Heart involvement in progressive systemic sclerosis (generalized scleroderma)].
17 patients with progressive systemic sclerosis were examined for cardiac involvement using standard ECG, chest X-ray, 24-h Holter ECG, and echocardiography. The control groups consisted of 7 patients with mixed connective tissue disease, 10 patients with systemic lupus erythematosus, and 10 patients with rheumatoid arthritis. The results disclosed a cardiac involvement of 70% using all 4 methods, which is more than is reported in the literature. The data also show that all 4 methods are necessary to diagnose the cardiac involvement. Conduction and rhythm disorders especially are more frequent than in other collagen vascular diseases. The use of calcium channel blockers is discussed as a new therapeutic possibility.